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  FROM THE CHAIR 

Lyndon Stevenson, Chair – ACTA 
 
ACTA held its AGM on Friday 18th 
October in sunny Melbourne to 
coincide with the VCTA conference. The 
Executive team remain unchanged and 
I thank the committee for their ongoing 
support and work over the past year 
with the goal to make the sector 
sustainable in the future.  
 
The annual report is now available from 
the ACTA website: 
https://communitytransportaustralia.or
g.au/news/ 
 
2018/19 
In summary this has again, been a busy 
year. The risk of losing block funding 
has been slowed however remains the 
most significant issue for the sector. 
Importantly the federal budget 
delivered a further extension of CHSP 
funding. Most recently the Department 
of Health informed the sector that 
funding arrangements will be extended 
out to 30 June, 2022. 
 
The roll-out of the NDIS now complete 
and it is clear that funding direct from 
the program itself does not provide a 
sustainable model for community 
transport. Fortunately, most state 
governments have either continued or 
reinstated state-based block funded 
programs in support of people with a 
disability who have not, or will not, 
receive NDIS funding, or where the 
NDIS participants funding is not 
enough. 
 
ACTA will leverage this issue and the 
state-based learnings in terms of aged 
care transport funding over the coming 
months. The NDIS experience has 
proven a move away from federal block 
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funded services, in the case of 
transport, will increase demand on 
state-based infrastructure, and with 
approximately 80% of total sector 
demand derived from aged Australians 
this could have significant 
consequences for state governments 
in the future.    
ACTA is currently writing to respective 
state DPAC across the country to 
formally raise this issue. 
 
Director update  
During the recent meetings in Perth & 
Melbourne we welcomed Rachel 
Thompson and Christine Ryan who will 
fill the NSW vacancies. The vacancy of 
Victoria has been deferred to the Feb 
meeting 2020.  
 
Conferences 
I recently presented at the SACTA 
forum in Adelaide on the 9th October, 
forwarded a pre-recorded 
presentation for the CTO conference 
15-16 October in Sydney and attended 
the VCTA conference 16-17 October in 
Melbourne.  At each event I was able 
to provide members with practical 
modelling in demonstrating the risk to 
the sector if block funding was to be 
removed from CHSP transport 
services. I again thank each respective 
state peak for the invitation to present 
to members and congratulations to 
the planners of each of these events. 
 
Governance 
The first stage of a governance project 
by 180 Degree Consulting, being the 
review of the current membership 
model is now completed.  The second 
phase of updating the constitution will 
occur by June 2020. My appreciation 
to the ACTA governance committee 
who has supported and directed this 
work.   
 
The recent grandfathered client 
reports have been a considerable 
burden of time and costs for providers 
to complete. Recent feedback from 
the department of health confirms 


